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What is under here, my dear? but added, with a smile, and thinking nothing of the matter, May I look ? He smiled a little, but laying his hand upon it too, said, I had rather not, my dear; they are things I brought from Italy, but nothing of ornament. Well, well, says I, let it lie; I don't desire to look; not I, and immediately turned to look at a picture that hung near me, and all this while I was so dull as to perceive nothing.
Eld. Sist. Your curiosity was not much, it seems.
Wid* Innocence suspects nobody; but a strange turn in his countenance gave me an alarm which I was not aware of; for there was a visible hurry and confusion in his face, when he laid his hands upon the piece of damask to prevent my taking it up; and on a sudden, when I so easily and unconcernedly passed it off, all that chagrin went off his countenance in a moment, and he was as bright and as good-humoured again as ever; and this made me think afterwards that there was something in it more than usual.
Eld. Sist. You must have been very dull if you had not, seeing you perceived such a double alteration ; and this would have heightened my desire to inquire further into it.
Wid. Perhaps it did so too in me; but I saw evidently he was concerned; and why should I make him uneasy ? I could have passed a hundred such things by, and have restrained my curiosity while I had no suspicion.
Eld. Sist. Well, but what was this to the case ? It seems here was no discovery then.
Wid. Yes, here was a discovery too, as it prepared for further observation: I told you that the next day he sent me home two pair of candlesticks, which were indeed very fine ; and as I was admir-